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400,000 crowns a year in money and securities. He rolls
along the highway in a six-horse chariot, with six lackeys,
each with double the peasant's income ; his maitre cChotel
gets 2000 crowns salary and steals 20,000 ; his mistress
costs 80,000 crowns a year. " You pay of course half your
income, 200,000 crowns, to the state ? " asked the peasant.
u You are joking, my friend," answered he, " I am no landed
proprietor like you. The tax-gatherer would be an imbecile
to assess me ; for everything I have comes ultimately from
the land, and somebody has paid the tax already. To make
me pay would be intolerable double taxation. Ta-ta, my
friend ; you just pay your single tax, enjoy in peace your
clear income of twenty crowns ; serve your country well, and
come once in a while to take dinner with ray lackey. Yes,
yes, the single tax, it is a glorious thing." This little pict-
ure, perhaps, did more than all else to nullify the efforts of
the Physiocrats.

We shall later discuss the effects of the modern single
tax on the farmer, but the principle underlying Voltaire's
thought is equally applicable here. On what grounds of
morals or justice shall the landowner be singled out for
taxation ?

We have seen that the theory of natural rights is not ade-
quate ; we have learned that the principle of opportunity
does not correctly portray the relations of the individual
to the state. Even if the theory of unearned increment
were true it would not by any means justify the single tax
on land values. In the first place, land values do not
always or necessarily increase ; and, secondly, there are a
great many other values which do increase, and which
increase mainly by the operation of forces which the owner
of the property neither creates nor controls.

Land values do not always or necessarily increase. Thus,
in the testimony given before the Ilapid Transit Commission
in the city of New York in March, 1895, one of the wit-
nesses spoko of several long avenues being lined with
the graves of property-owners. What did he mean ?